BAD Camp Berkeley 2009 SEO Talk – SEO Modules

Kristen Pol – http://kristen.org

 1. Features/Modules to Install/Configure (as time permits) - have all modules ready to be enabled


(a) Clean URLs

(b) Path (path)

(c) Pathauto (pathauto) / Token (token)

(d) Path Redirect (path_redirect)

(e) Global Redirect (globalredirect)

(f) Page Title (page_title)

(g) Meta Tags (nodewords)

(h) Automatic Node Titles (auto_nodetitle)

(i) XML Sitemap (xmlsitemap)

(j) SEO Friend (seo_friend)

(k) Others: http://kristen.org/content/drupal-seo-modules


 2. Login as super user (uid=1) – root / xxx


 3. Path-Related Features/Modules


(a) Clean URLs


 i. Enable (already enabled) -  /admin/settings/clean-urls


 ii. Configuration - Administer > Clean URLs (admin/settings/clean-urls)


 iii. Usage – system will turn ?q=foo into /foo


 iv. SEO Benefits – user-friendly and less query parameters so better for search engines


(b) Path – optional core


 i. Enable (already enabled) -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration


 A. View Aliases – Administer > Site Building > URL aliases (admin/build/path/list)


 iii. Usage – Edit a page – URL path settings textfield to specify path


 iv. SEO Benefits – you can create path names that are intuitive and all have relevant keywords in them – paths show up in the search results and keywords are highlighted – some lesser search engines may use keywords in URL for ranking  


(c) Pathauto - http://drupal.org/project/pathauto (requires Token - http://drupal.org/project/token)


 i. Enable both (already enabled) - /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Site Building > URL aliases > Automated alias settings  (admin/build/path/pathauto)


 A. General settings – defaults are fine except for Update Action


· Update Action – do not use “Create a new alias. Leave the existing alias functioning.” or “Create a new alias. Delete the old alias.” - for now use “Do nothing. Leave the old alias intact.” (least harmless of choices)


 B. Punctuation settings – defaults are fine


 C. Node path settings – these are important and should be tailored to your site


· Default path pattern – be careful with this one as it will be used for any content type without a pattern specified – in many cases it's better to leave this blank and add new specific path patterns as you add new content types – for all patterns it is recommended to always have a base directory to avoid naming clashes (e.g. content/[title-raw] is safer than [title-raw] because if you create a node with title “Admin” or another Drupal internal name, it will clash)


· Pattern for all [content type] paths – this is site specific though some examples are:


· blog content type – blog/[author-name-raw]/[title-raw]

· how-to content type – how-to/[title-raw]

· image content type – images/[yyyy]/[month]/[day]/[title-raw]


· Replacement patterns – open up the fieldset for what patterns you can use out of the box (these are tokens – you can create your own if you want)


 D. Taxonomy term path settings – for pages that show all nodes associated with a particular taxonomy term


· Default path pattern – default setting is fine (category/[vocab-raw]/[catpath-raw]) though you may want to change the “category” to something else


 iii. Usage – Edit a page – URL path settings - “Automatic alias” will be shown and auto-checked for any content type that has a path pattern configured – if there is no default pathauto path pattern and no pattern for the content type of the node you are editing, the checkbox will not be present though you can still enter a path manually for the node (NOTE! At of the time of writing this, if you uncheck the “Automatic alias” checkbox in order to use your own manually entered path, when you go back to edit the node, the checkbox will be CHECKED and you'll have to remember to uncheck each time you edit or instead install the SEO Friend module to handle these for you. There is a pathauto patch floating around that might address this issue but it has not be incorporated into the pathauto module yet.)


 iv. SEO Benefits – same benefits for creating manual path aliases but easier since you can create patterns that will apply to all nodes of a content type and contain relevant keywords for the content


(d) Path Redirect – http://drupal.org/project/path_redirect 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration


 A. Custom Redirects - admin/build/path-redirect/add – if desired, custom redirects can be created (click the “Add redirect” tab) – use 301 redirect (which is default)


 B.  Pathauto Redirects – go back to pathauto general settings (admin/build/path/pathauto)


· Update Action – choose new option: “Create a new alias. Redirect from old alias.”


 C. View Redirects – Administer > Site Building > URL redirects (admin/build/path-redirect) 


 iii. Usage – see configuration


 iv. SEO Benefits – you can create custom redirects in case for example you are migrating your site to Drupal and want to ensure the old URLs get mapped to the correct new URLs – with the pathauto update action configured for redirects, you will ensure that you do not have two path aliases with the same content (duplicate pages) but instead that the old alias will 301 redirect to the new alias


(e) Global Redirect – http://drupal.org/project/globalredirect 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Site Configuration > Global Redirect (admin/settings/globalredirect) – defaults are fine


 iii. Usage – all magic happens for you


 iv. SEO Benefits – eliminates many duplicate page/content issues by redirecting from one URL to another such as node/1/ to node/1 or ?q=node/1 to node/1


 4. Content-Related Modules


(a) Page Title – http://drupal.org/project/page_title 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Content Management > Page titles (admin/content/page_title) – similar to pathauto, you can set up patterns for all content types and for taxonomy pages as well as specify a default pattern – also has patterns for user profile page and front (home) page – tokens show up in “Available Tokens List” - by default the pattern is simply the title of the page/node along with the site name set up in Site Information


 A. Content Type – to get the page title to show up on your node edit form, click the “show field” checkbox next to the appropriate content type


 iii. Usage – Edit a Page – fill in page title – or create patterns (see configuration) and have page titles auto-created – or use a combination of the two (create pattern that includes [page-title] and then fill in the page-title field and it will show up in the pattern you created)


 iv. SEO Benefits – gives you complete control over what to show in the head <title> tag which is arguably the most important part of your page content – you can put the keywords that are most relevant – these will show up in the search results so they are used for marketing your page to your potential audience


(b) Meta Tags (nodewords) – http://drupal.org/project/nodewords 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Content Management > Meta Tags (admin/content/nodewords) – defaults are fine though you may want to adjust the meta tags shown in “Tags to show on edit form” - only description is really necessary


 A. Front Page – click “Front page” tab (admin/content/nodewords/frontpage) - you can set your  meta tags for your front/home page (good if you are using views or another non-node page)


 iii. Usage – Edit a Page – “Meta tags” fieldset – all configured fields will be shown  


 iv. SEO Benefits – gives you control over your meta tags per node page – description meta tag is often shown in search results so it is your marketing message to get users to click on your link


(c) Automatic Node Titles – http://drupal.org/project/auto_nodetitle 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules (already enabled)


 ii. Configuration – configured by editing the specific content type you want automatic node titles (e.g. admin/content/node-type/page) – is disabled by default so choose to auto-generate and hide title field or show title field and auto-generation if title field is empty – specific pattern (from “Replacement patterns”) 


 iii. Usage – Edit a Page – if configured for auto-generation if title is empty, you can leave out the title and it will be created for you based on the pattern specified for the node's content type


 iv. SEO Benefits – the node title is very important because it shows in <h1> and <h2> tags on your site (depending on your theme) – if you have a lot of content of a particular type that would benefit from automating the title, this module will make your title content more consistent as well as allowing for relevant keywords in the title based on the rest of the content – for example, if you have lots of products, you might have a product content type with a product name field and product color field, the node title could then be a combination of product name and product color 


 5. Tools and Helper Modules


(a) XML Sitemap – http://drupal.org/project/xmlsitemap 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules (XML sitemap, XML sitemap engines, and XML sitemap node) 


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Site Configuration > XML Sitemap (admin/settings/xmlsitemap) – defaults are fine unless you want to adjust the “Front page change frequency”


 A. Search Engine Submission - “Search engines” tab – if you want to have the sitemaps submitted automatically to the search engines 


 iii. Usage – after configuration, as long as cron runs (or you manually run cron), then the sitemap will be updated – shows up at [domain]/sitemap.xml


 iv. SEO Benefits – although you should try to ensure your site link structure is optimal and pages are as “close” to home page as possible, some times pages get buried (especially on big sites), so this module will tell the search engines what pages you have so they will hopefully all be indexed faster


(b) SEO Friend – http://drupal.org/project/seo_friend 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – Administer > Content Management > SEO Friend (admin/content/seo_friend) – can track pathauto checkbox and set up rules for page titles and meta tag fields such as


 A. required

 B. min/max length

 C. min/max words

 D. duplicate checking


 iii. Usage – Administer > Reports > SEO Reports (admin/reports/seo) – shows page title and meta tags used for all content and if there are duplicates 


 iv. SEO Benefits – keep track of your SEO-related data


(c) SEO Checker – http://drupal.org/project/seo_checker 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – 


 iii. Usage – 


 iv. SEO Benefits –


(d) xxx – http://drupal.org/project/xxx 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – 


 iii. Usage – 


 iv. SEO Benefits – 


(e) xxx – http://drupal.org/project/xxx 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – 


 iii. Usage – 


 iv. SEO Benefits – 


(f) xxx – http://drupal.org/project/xxx 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – 


 iii. Usage – 


 iv. SEO Benefits – 


(g) xxx – http://drupal.org/project/xxx 


 i. Enable -  /admin/build/modules


 ii. Configuration – 


 iii. Usage – 


 iv. SEO Benefits –  

 

 

 



